Second announcement for the Summer School on Comparative and Functional Neuroanatomy and Neurobiology of Invertebrates, 
28.08-08.09, 2012, The White Sea Biological Station, MSU, Russia
[image: image1.png]



The White Sea Biological Station (WSBS) of the M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State University offers a 2-week theoretical and practical school on comparative and functional neuroanatomy and neurobiology of invertebrates in August-September 2012.

The main idea of this school is to learn and study the nervous systems of a variety of marine organisms from a comparative point of view, to learn about neurobiological model systems and their usefulness for physiological studies and to perform easy-to-do experiments including behavioural experiments and looking at sensory ecology as well as performing tracing, backfill, and other more specific neuroanatomical techniques to introduce functional neuroanatomy. We also intend to introduce students to simple electrophysiological  experiments pending on the availability of the necessary equipment. The WSBS offers the unique opportunity to study several groups of invertebrates and those at the basis of the chordates in a condensed course. We plan to use the following experimental animals for the course: polychaetes, mollusks, free living and parasitic flatworms, arthropods, echinodermes and ascidians.

The faculty will comprise an equal number of Russian and foreign lecturers (planned 6 foreign and 6 Russian). 
Applications are invited preferably from graduate students and post-docs that recently started their career. However, well qualified undergraduate students interested in invertebrate neurobiology may also apply.  The school can take 12 students.

The costs of the school will be approximately  200 €.  Stipends will be available.
The White Sea Biological Station is located on the wild and scenic coast of Kandalaksha Bay of the White Sea (66° 34' N, 33° 08' E) exactly on the Polar Circle. It is a remote and isolated University settlement accessible only by boat from the nearest village Poyakonda. Poyakonda is connected to major cities by train: 21 hours from St. Petersburg, and 36 hours from Moscow.
The WSBS MSU is located in a very beautiful environment of the Russian north. There are lots of islands around the Kindo peninsula, and Kasian Island is a common place for participants of different schools and ordinary employees to visit. Kasian Island is closer to the open part of the White Sea. It is uninhabited and an ideal place for making Sunday barbecue party and enjoy the beauty of the amazing biodiversity of the northern nature in these brief summers. Also near Kindo peninsula is Nilma village with a large diving center which keeps a couple of white whales. It doesn’t take long to get there and the whales are really friendly, and with the right kind of equipment even allow to swim with them.


We are looking forward to see you on the WSBS in 2012!

For the local organizing committee,

Natalia M. Biserova 
nbiserova@yandex.ru 

www.wsbs-msu.ru
